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New Delhi: At the outset, I would like to thank all the law 
enforcement agencies for their continued support to us in 
helping curb organized wildlife crime and its illegal trade. 
This joint effort has proven to be an important step towards 
achieving the national goal of wildlife protection and an  
example of „Strength in Unity‟.  
 

However, there has been a paradigm shift in the way illegal wildlife products 
are traded, globally. Smugglers are now using advanced and modern  
technologies, coupled with camouflage techniques, for transporting illegal 
wildlife products, thereby posing new challenges to the law enforcement 
agencies across the globe. WCCB, recognizing these trends and new  
modus-operandi is imparting training to enforcement personnel in modern 
trade practices/tools, in order to upgrade their skills. Similarly, we also need 
to work in unison to curb rising trend of exotic illegal wildlife trade in the 
country. We will not let smugglers to get away with harming our wildlife. 
Preservation of wildlife is our onerous responsibility. The secret of winning 
laurels lies in not resting and WCCB will continue to set new standards in 
wildlife enforcement. 
 

As WCCB presents sixth issue of the newsletter, I would like to draw your 
attention towards endangered and critically endangered species. Continued 
species loss is a serious threat to our rich biodiversity. Let‟s make every  
possible effort to conserve and safeguard the wildlife. Each step taken by us 
in this direction will have a lasting impact on our future. Jai Hind!       
                               

— Ms. Tilotama Varma, Additional Director, WCCB 

From Additional Director’s Desk 

Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 

Students and community members enjoying spectacular view of avian species 
during a Bird-Watching session organized by WCCB at Pallikaranai Marshland 

Eco-Park, Chennai, marking the World Environment Day, on 05-06-2022. 

Picture in Focus 

"The good man 
is the friend of all  
living things."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  -Mahatma Gandhi  
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voS/k oU;tho O;kikj dks tSo fofo/krk dh 

fLFkjrk vkSj lekt dh lqj{kk ds fy, oSf”od 

[krjs ds :i esa ik;k x;k gSA ^oU;tho 

Qksjasfld* fiNys nks n”kdksa esa Qksjasfld dh 

rsth ls fodkl”khy “kk[kk ds fy, tkuk tkrk 

gSA blfy;s oU;tho vijk/k dh tkap rsth ls 

oU;tho laj{k.k dkuwuksa ds dk;kZUo;u dk 

U;kf;d leFkZu dj jgh gSA nks eq[;  

fof/k;ksa :ikRed ijh{kk (Morphological 
examination) vkSj vk.kfod fo”ys’k.k 

(Molucular examination) ,sls eqn~nksa ls 

fuiVus ds fy, lcls izHkkoh rjhdksa ds :i esa 

fl} gq,A ekbVksdkWfUMª;y thukse us thu ij 

fLFkr lajf{kr {ks= ls fMtkbu fd, x, izkbejksa 

(Molecular markers) ls Mh,u, vk/kkfjr 

oU;tho Qksjasfld ls fuiVus esa cgqr enn dh 

gSA 

 

oU;tho vijk/k dks ^jk’Vªh; vkSj varjjk’Vªh; 

dkuwuksa ds mYya?ku esa nqfu;k dh taxyh 

ouLifr;ksa vkSj thoksa dk O;kikj djus] “kks’k.k 

djus ;k j[kus* ds :i esa ifjHkkf’kr fd;k x;k 

gSA bl rjg ds vijk/k oSf”od Lrj ij gksrs gSa 

vkSj dkuwu izorZu ds fy, ,d xaHkhj pqukSrh gSA 

voS/k varjjk’Vªh; O;kikj ds rgr oU;thoksa ds 

mRiknksa dk ifjogu vU; igyqvksa tSls jksx 

lapj.k ij xaHkhj izHkko Mky ldrk gSA ikS/kksa 

vkSj oU;tho mRiknksa dk voS/k O;kikj yksxksa dh 

vkthfodk vkSj muds lalk/kuksa dks izHkkfor 

djrk gSA ;g yqIrizk; iztkfr;ksa dh ?kVrh 

vkcknh ds fy, Hkh [krjk gSA taxyh iztkfr;ksa 

dk nksgu ikfjfLFkfrdh ra= esa izd`fr ds lw{e 

larqyu dks fcxkM+ ldrh gSA 

 

yqIrizk; iztkfr;ksa ds voS/k O;kikj] oU;tho 

f”kdkj vkSj taxyh vkSj ikyrw tkuojksa ds izfr 

Øwjrk ds vykok] vkfFkZd ykHk ds fy, oU;tho 

mRikn dk feF;kdj.k (duplication) Hkh 

vkijkf/kd xfrfof/k;ksa dk ,d fgLlk gS vkSj 

dkuwu ds rgr fuf’k} gSA yqIrizk; iztkfr;ksa 

dk O;kikj tSls fd phuh nok ds fy, ck?k] 

iSaxksfyu] Hkkyw] dLrwjh fgju vkSj jkbuks bR;kfn 

tSlh lajf{kr iztkfr;ksa dk voS/k f”kdkj 

oU;tho vijk/k ds lkekU; mnkgj.k gaSA 

oU;thoksa ls izkIr fofHkUu Hkkxksa vkSj mRiknksa dh 

ekax voS/k f”kdkj dk ,d izeq[k dkj.k gS] tks 

oU;tho izca/ku ds fy, ,d xaHkhj eqík gSA ;g 

rc vkSj vf/kd pqukSrhiw.kZ gks tkrk gS tc 

oU;tho mRiknksa dks vke VsªfMax IysVQkWeZ ;k 

vkWuykbu ekdsZfVax ij viuh igpku Nqikdj 

cspk tkrk gSA oU;thoksa ds “kjhj ds vaxksa dk 

ltkoVh] va/kfo”oklh mi;ksx vkSj vU; 

ikjaifjd mi;ksx oU;tho vijk/k ds fu;a=.k esa 

izeq[k pqukSfr;ka gSaA 

 

miyC/k tSfod lkexzh ls iztkfr;ksa dh lVhd 

igpku oU;tho vijk/k dks jksdus dk ,d 

izHkkoh rjhdk gSA oU;tho Qksjsafld] Qksjsafld 

foKku dh ,d vko”;d “kk[kk ds :i esa fod-

flr gqvk gS] tks miyC/k tSfod vo”ks’kksa ls 

iztkfr;ksa dh igpku ls lacaf/kr gSA fiNys nks 

n”kd esa oU;tho Qksjsafld us cgqr rsth ls 

izxfr dh gS vkSj tSo fofo/krk laj{k.k esa bldk 

cgqr izHkkoh mi;ksx gSA tc tCr dh xbZ 

lkexzh esa :ikRed fo”ks’krk (Morphological 
features) miyC/k gksrh gS] rks tSfod lkexzh 

dh :ikRed fo”ks’krkvksa dh tkap ifj.kke nsus 

dh rhoz fof/k gksrh gSA ekWQksZesVªh esa ckyksa 

dh :ikRed fo”k s ’ krkvk s a  dh r qyuk 

vkSj :ikRed vfLFk foKku “kkfey gSA 

 

oU;tho vijk/k tkap esa Mh,u, Vkbfiax 

vk.kfod Qksjasfld ds fy, egRoiw.kZ izksVksdkWy 

esa ls ,d gS] ftls Mh,u, oU;tho Qksjasfld 

ds :i esa Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA Mh,u, Vkbfiax esa 

dqN vko”;d cqfu;knh dne (steps) “kkfey 

gSa mnkgj.k ds fy, Mh,u, fu’d’kZ.k (DNA 
extraction),ih-lh -vkj- i zo/k Zu ] Mh,u, 

vuqØe.k (DNA sequencing) vkSj vuqØe 

lR;kiu (Sequencing verification)A 
ekbVksdkWfUMª;y Mh-,u-,- esa ekStwn fofHkUu thu 

QkbyksatsusfVDl ¼fodkloknh bfrgkl½ vkSj 

oU;tho Qksjasfld ds fy, dq”ky vk.kfod 

ekdZj (molecular marker) gSaA vf/kdka”k 

iztkfr;ksa esa ;g eka ls fojklr esa feyrk gSA 

ihfM+r tkuoj ds iztkfr dh iwoZ lwpuk ds 

crkSj VsEiysV Mh,u, ls ihlhvkj izo/kZu 

esa ;wfuolZy izkbejksa dk mi;ksx “kks/kdrkZ ds 

lQyrk dh laHkkouk dks c<+krk gS A  

 

lzksr iztkfr;ksa dh lVhd igpku izkIr djus ds 

fy, lzksr ls mRiUu Mh,u, vuqØe (DNA 
sequence) dh rqyuk mi;qDr MsVkcsl ls dh 

tkrh gSA var esa e`r iztkfr;ksa dh lVhd ig-

pku gks tkrh gSA tks oU;tho ¼laj{k.k½  

vf/kfu;e ds izHkkoh dk;kZUo;u esa enn djrk 

gSA fo”ks’k ekeyksa esa fyax&fof”k’V ekdZj Hkh 

oU;tho vijk/k ls fuiVus esa mi;ksxh gksrs gSa] 

tksfd ,f”k;kbZ gkFkh ds vo”ks’k ls e`R;q ds 

dkj.k dh iqf’V ds fy, fyax dh igpku djus 

ds fy, mi;ksxh gksrs gSa] ftlesa gkFkhnkar ds 

fy, uj dks pqfuank :i ls ekj fn;k tkrk gSA 

 

Hkkjrh; oU;tho laLFkku esa oU;tho Qksjasfld 

vkSj laj{k.k vkuqoaf”kdh lsy (WFCG Cell) dh 

LFkkiuk Hkkjr ds oU;tho ¼laj{k.k½ vf/kfu;e] 

1972 ds izorZu dks etcwr djus ds fy, dh 

xbZ FkhA lsy ds eq[; dk;ksZa esa oU;tho ds 

fofHkUu Hkkxksa vkSj mRiknksa ls iztkfr;ksa dh  

igpku vkSj Qksjasfld tkap “kkfey gSa] lkFk gh 

u, Qksjasfld rduhd] oU;tho lanHkZ uewuksa 

vkSj vuqla/kku ,oa fodkl dk foLrkj djuk 

“kkfey gSA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vc oU;tho Qksjasfld vkSj laj{k.k vkuqoaf”kdh 

lsy U;k;ikfydk izfØ;k dk leFkZu djus ds 

fy, oU;tho Qksjasfld vuqla/kku vkSj dslodZ 

djus ds fy, ,d ekU;rk izkIr iz;ksx”kkyk gSA 

vc rd yxHkx 4700 ekeys MCY;w,Qlhth 

lsy esa fofHkUu izorZu ,tsafl;ksa }kjk vxzsf’kr 

fd, x, gSaA buds vykok] ;g lsy fu;fer 

izf”k{k.k vkSj dk;Z”kkykvksa ds ek/;e ls vijk/k 

LFky dh tkap vkSj lk{; ds mfpr laxzg esa 

izorZu ,tsafl;ksa dks laosnu”khyrk cukus esa 

Hkwfedk fuHkkrk gSA  

nf{k.k iwoZ ,f”k;kbZ {ks= esa ,d Qksdy ,tsalh 

gksus ds ukrs] ;g iM+kslh ns”kksa ds oSKkfud lax-

Buksa dks oU;tho vijk/k fo”ys’k.k ds fy, 

mUur izf”k{k.k Hkh iznku djrh gSA voS/k 

oU;tho O;kikj ls fuiVus ds fy, ;g izdks’B 

MCY;w-lh-lh-ch- ds lkFk feydj dke dj jgk 

gSA Hkkjrh; oU;tho laLFkku] Hkkjr esa oU;tho 

Qksjasfld dh lqfo/kkvksa ds iqu% fodkl ds fy, 

,d oSf”od Lrj ds mRd`’V dsanz (excellent 

center)  dh LFkkfir djus ds fy, izfrc} gSA 

 

( : oU;tho Qksjasfld vkSj laj{k.k 

vkuqoaf”kdh izdks’B, Hkkjrh; oU;tho laLFkku ) 

Guest Column 

 

Dr. Satya Prakash Yadav, IFS  

Member Secretary, NTCA  and 

Director,  

Wildlife Institute of India (WII), 

Dehradun 

वन्यजीव अपराध से निपटिे में भारतीय वन्यजीव संस्थाि के वन्यजीव 
फोरेंससक और संरक्षण आिुवंसिकी सेऱ की भूसमका 
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Madhya Pradesh: Joint team of WCCB, Katni Police 
and M.P Forest Department seized 03 Kgs. of Pangolin 
scales and arrested a person from Katni, on 03-04-2022. 
 
West Bengal: Joint team of WCCB and Howrah Forest 
Division (WB), seized 06 live Star Tortoises from an 
aquarium shop at Dasnagar, Howrah, on 04-04-2022. 
 
Odisha: Joint team of WCCB, Odisha STF, CID, CB & 
Odisha Forest Dept. seized a Leopard skin and arrested 
05 persons from Jashipur, on 05-04-2022.  
 
West Bengal: Joint team of WCCB and Directorate of 
Forest, WB seized 31 Ringneck Parakeets and arrested 
one person from Kolkata, on 08-04-2022. 
 
Tamil Nadu: Joint team of WCCB, Indian Coast Guard 
and TNFD seized Approx. 500 Kgs. of Sea Cucumbers 
packed in Cement Bags near Kunjarvalasai area of 
Rameshwaram (T.N), on 12-04-2022. 
 
Jammu & Kashmir: Joint team of WCCB, J&K Forest 
and J&K Police Dept. seized one Leopard skin, one 
chain locket containing leopard claw, a used bullet and 
arrested a person from Jammu, on 12-04-2022. 
 
Uttarakhand: On intervening night of 21-22 April, 2022, 
joint team of WCCB & SOG, Uttarakhand Police seized 
3.1 Kgs. of Pangolin Scales and arrested 02 persons at 
Khatima,  
 
Chhattisgarh: On intelligence inputs of WCCB, one live 
Pangolin was seized and three persons were  
arrested by Forest Department from Bastar District of 
Chhattisgarh, on 25-04-2022. 

Enforcement Operations 
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Enforcement Operations 

Uttar Pradesh: Joint team of WCCB and UP Police 
seized 8.5 Kgs. of dried Turtle Calipee and arrested 
three persons at Kashimpur in Amethi, on 04-05-2022. 
 
Rajasthan: Joint team of WCCB & Rajasthan Forest 
Dept. seized two Wild Boar Tusks & a Car and arrested 
three wildlife traffickers at Udaipur, on 06-05-2022. 
 
Tripura: On intelligence inputs of WCCB, lutino morphs 
of Rose Ringed Parakeets were seized by Tripura Forest 
Department at Agartala Railway Station, on 06-05-2022. 
 
Assam: Joint team of WCCB and Assam Forest Dept. 
seized 08 live Parakeets and arrested 01 person from 
Panbazar area of Guwahati, on 18-05-2022. 
 
Assam: Joint team of WCCB and Assam Forest Dept. 
seized 10 live Parakeets from a person at Khetri area of 
Kamrup in Assam, on 24-05-2022. 
 
Assam: Joint team of WCCB and Assam Forest Dept. 
seized 2.800 Kgs. of dry pangolin scales and arrested 
two persons from Boko area of Kamrup, on 26-05-2022. 
 
Uttarakhand: A joint operation of WCCB, SOG 
(Uttarakhand Police) and Uttarakhand Forest Dept. team 
led to seizure of one Bear Bile from a wildlife trader near 
Rudrapur Bus Stand in Uttarakhand, on 26-05-2022 
 
Tamil Nadu: Seven mutated Parakeets were seized 
from a person by joint team of WCCB and T.N Forest 
Dept. from Tirunelveli Forest Division, on 31-05-2022. 
 
Tamil Nadu: Two mutated Parakeets were seized & one 
person was arrested from a Pet Farm in Thanakankulam 
Village in Madurai by joint team of WCCB & T.N Forest 
Department, on 01-06-2022. 
 
Bihar: Joint team of WCCB and Bihar Forest Dept. 
seized 1.8 Kgs. of dry Pangolin Scales and arrested one 
person from Aurangabad, on 07-06-2022. 
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Enforcement Operations 
 

West Bengal: On intelligence inputs of WCCB, 20 live 
Indian Softshelled turtles & 08 live Peacock Softshelled 
turtles were seized by West Bengal Forest Department 
at Jogendra Nagar, North 24 Parganas, on 21-06-2021. 
 
Madhya Pradesh: 25 Tiger whiskers were seized and 
two persons were arrested by joint team of WCCB and 
M.P Forest Dept. at Paraswada, Balaghat, on 22-06-22. 

Big seizures of wildlife  
contrabands  

Punjab 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In a big seizure, 03 Leopard skins were seized and one 

person was arrested by joint team of WCCB and Police & 
Forest officials of Punjab, on intervening night of 25 & 26 

April, 2022, at Ludhiana, Punjab. 

West Bengal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

04 pieces of Elephant ivory idols were 
seized and 01 person was arrested by joint 
team of WCCB and Howrah Forest Division 

of West Bengal Forest Directorate, from  
Begampur, Hoogly on 20-04-2022. 

West Bengal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Joint team of WCCB and West Bengal Forest Department 
seized 527 Indian Softshell Turtles (439 live & 88 dead) 

and arrested 02 persons from Swarup Nagar area of North 
24 Parganas (WB), on 29-05-2022. 
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New Delhi: Illegal trade in turtles/tortoises in India is thriving as driven 
by high profit margins due to which turtles are now amongst the most 
threatened wild species. Turtles are nature‟s integrated part in keeping 
the rivers and water bodies clean, breaking down rotting organic matter 
in lakes, ponds and rivers including dead animals. Main reasons for the 
decline of turtles worldwide include habitat destruction,  
over-exploitation for pets, food and medicine. The alarming rate of  
turtle disappearance could profoundly affect how ecosystems function 
as well as the structure of biological communities, thus could have  
serious ecological consequences. 
 
Calipee trade is a new and thriving business with chains connected from UP to West Bengal to Bangladesh. 
Turtle Calipee is a fatty gelatinous layer found next to a turtle‟s lower shell and is sold at exorbitant rates in 
Southeast Asian countries. The soft shell calipee is cut, dried and trafficked through Etawah, Etah, Mainpuri, 
Auraiya, Sultanpur, Amethi and Farrukhabad to Bangoan or other border areas of West Bengal from where 
the calipee is carried to Bangladesh. From Bangladesh, it finds its destination to South East Asian countries 
where it is considered as a delicacy and of medicinal value.   

 
Most traders are from West Bengal who pay a petty amount to  
fishermen and members of nomadic tribe „Kanjar‟ for catching turtles 
from downstream of Ganga plains. The Turtle meat is consumed or sold 
locally while their calipees are removed, boiled and dried for further 
transportation. The calipee is carried by carriers in plastic sacks/
carrybags mostly through passenger trains. The trains are usually  
boarded by the carriers at various halting points before the main station 
or junction to avoid luggage checking. Railway ticket is booked online 
or arranged by associates at Stations. During checking by law  

enforcement officials specifically, Railway Protection Force or Government Railway Police, the calipee is  
misinformed by carriers as tree‟s Bark being used for making local herbs. A recent trend of using women  
carriers by the calipee traders has been observed. The consignment is carried by women carriers being  
accompanied by male counterparts. 
 
What is astonishing though is the scale of operation that continues even today. Since 2018 to 2021, as per 
available inputs, 565 Kgs. dried Turtle Calipee was seized across the country. The major chunk was seized 
from Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal at Raiway Stations or inside the trains. A consignment of 09 Kgs. of 
Tortoise shells enroute to Bangladesh was seized near Border Post under PS Gangarampur of Dakshin  
Dinajpur district, West Bengal. In December 2021, 80 Kgs. of Turtle Calipee were seized from Sultanpur, UP. 
In 2022, 03 cases of smuggling of Turtle Calipee were detected. All such seizures indicate that the Calipee is 
collected from UP and then transported from UP to West Bengal by carriers mostly from the Kanjar  
Community by Trains to be finally smuggled to Bangladesh.   

 

Dried Turtle Calipee Seizures (from 2018 to 2022) 

 

S. No. Year Number of Seizures Total Quantity seized 

1. 2018 07 409 Kgs. 

2. 2019 05 53 Kgs. 

3. 2020 02 23 Kgs. 

4. 2021 01 80 Kgs. 

5. 2022 03 23.5 Kgs. 

Special Operation  

WCCB combats illegal trade in  
Turtle Calipee 
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Sensitization/Training Programmes 

RDD/ER, WCCB took 02 sessions on "WLPA, 1972 - Wildlife Crime and Role 
of Police Officers" for Trainee Sub-Inspectors, at Swami Vivekananda State  

Police Academy, Barrackpore, on 04-04-2022, attended by 520 Officer Trainees. 

170 ASIs from various units deployed on Indo-Nepal & Indo-Bhutan Borders,  
attended a lecture on "Species in Illegal Wildlife Trade & Modus Operandi"  

given by WCCB Official at SSB Training Centre, Gorakhpur, on 06-04-2022. 

WCCB official conducted a meeting and discussed about Turtle/Tortoise trade 

and other illegal wildlife trade through trains, at Intelligence Branch (RPF)  

Gorakhpur, on 21-04-2022, attended by RPF and Forest Dept officials. 

In a 5-day Intelligence Course organized by Maharashtra Intelligence Academy, 
WCCB officials gave lecture on wildlife crime related issues, on 27-04-2022, 

attended by 35 Forest officers 

WCCB conducted a sensitization-cum-training programme for RPF Officers of 

East Coast Railway and organized sessions on issues related to illegal wildlife 

trade trough Railways, attended by 45 Officers, at Bhubaneswar, on 05-05-2022. 

WCCB conducted a hands-on training session on Identification of wildlife  
articles for SSB officers at ITS, SSB, Kolkata, on 04-05-2022, attended by  

28 SSB officers. 

WCCB provided faculty support in the intelligence training programme  
conducted by Odisha Police Academy for Forest Officials at Bhubaneswar, on 
06-05-2022, attended by 45 Officials of the ranks of ACF and Range Officers. 

WCCB, TRAFFIC-India and Arunachal Pradesh Forest Dept. jointly  

organized a 02-days Capacity Building Training program for forest  

officials of Arunachal Pradesh, on 10/11-05-022, attended by 34 Officers. 
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Sensitization/Training Programmes 

WCCB official gave lecture on wildlife crime related issues for forest Officials 

during a 5-day Intelligence Course organized by Maharashtra Intelligence  

Academy, Pune, on 11-05-2022, attended by 23 officials. 

WCCB organized a 2-days Capacity Building Training program for Trainee 

RFOs on wildlife crime related issues, at Karnataka Forest Academy, Dharwa, 

on 11th & 12th May, 2022, attended by 73 Trainee Officers. 

WCCB official gave lecture on organized wildlife crime and intelligence  

tradecraft at Biju Patnaik State Police Academy, Bhubaneswar, Odisha for the 

Trainee Officers of Odisha State Forest Department, on 11-05-2022. 

WCCB conducted a sensitization program for AAI, CISF & Airlines Security 

officials posted at Bhubaneswar Airport, Odisha and conducted lectures on  

organized wildlife crime related issues, on 12-05-2022. 

45 personnel, including CISF, AAI and Airlines Security Officials, posted at 

Ranchi Airport attended a Sensitization Programme on prevention of wildlife 

crime & smuggling organized by WCCB, on 18-05-2022. 

WCCB organized a training/sensitization program for newly recruited Batch of 

212 Inspectors of customs & CGST on wildlife crime related issues, at NACIN, 

Faridabad, on 18-05-2022. 

WCCB official conducted a sensitization program and gave lecture on wildlife 

crime related issues during a training course organized by Forest Training  

Center, Karnataka, on 18-05-2022, attended by 25 officials in the rank of ACFs. 

40 Frontline officials of Gujarat Forest Department attended a sensitization  

program on wildlife crime related issues jointly organized by WCCB and the  

O/o DCF, Jamnagar Territorial Division, Gujarat , on 20-05-2022. 



9 

 
 

Sensitization/Training Programmes 

85 SSB personnel attended session on "Wildlife crime in Northeast, identification 

of wildlife species, and hands-on session of identification of species” taken by 

WCCB officials, in a workshop organized by 27 Bn SSB, Howly, on 24-05-2022. 

Dy. Director, WCCB, Sh. Arvind Kumar Chaurasia conducted two sessions  
for the officials of Customs from SIIB and Docks, Inland Container Depot,  

Tughlakabad, on 25-05-2022, attended by 35 Officers. 

WCCB official delivered lectures on wildlife crime related issues, during an  
Intelligence Course organized by MIA, Pune for the 4th batch of Foresters and 

Forest Guards of Maharashtra Forest Department, on 25-05-2022. 

90 RPF personnel attended a sensitization program organized by WCCB on  

issues related to wildlife crime and its illegal transportation through Railways,  

at RPF Training Centre, Trichy, Tamilnadu, on 30-05-2022. 

A 5-day long Capacity Building Training Program on “Investigation of wildlife 
crime cases" was organized by WCCB and CDTI, Jaipur, from 30-05-22 to  

03-06-22, attended by police officials from various States across the Country. 

WCCB official gave lecture on wildlife crime related issues, during an  
Intelligence Course organized by MIA, Pune, on 08-06-2022, attended by  

22 Officials of Maharashtra Forest Department. 

20 SSB officers attended a training program and hands-on practical session on 

Identification of wildlife articles conducted by WCCB Official at ITS, SSB,  

Kolkata, on 21-06-2022. 

RDD/NR, WCCB, Sh. A.K Chaurasia gave lecture to Police officials on 
“Combating Cyber Wildlife Crime”, at CDTI Jaipur, on 01-06-2022, attended by 
17 police officials in the rank of SI, Insp., Dy. SP & Addl. SP of various States. 
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Sensitization/Training Programmes 

WCCB and Himachal Pradesh Forest Academy conducted a 3-day long capacity 
building program for frontline forest staff of HP from 21st to 23rd, June, 2022, 

attended by 27 forest officials and 84 trainee Range Officers. 

RDD/ER, WCCB delivered an online lecture on "Wildlife Crime, Laws and  
Intelligence Collection" for Officers of Central Armed Police Forces during a 

program organized by CDTI, Chandigarh, on 23-06-2022. 

WCCB organized a Sensitization Program for the CISF Personnel posted at  
Aurangabad Airport and conducted lecture on wildlife crime related issues,  

on 24-06-2022, attended by 65 CISF officials. 

WCCB and WTI jointly organized a sensitization program at Pilibhit Tiger  
Reserve and conducted session on "Wildlife Contrabands in Trade" and 

"Identification of Wildlife Contrabands", on 25-06-2022. 

WCCB and Delhi Customs organize ―Workshop 
on Wildlife Trafficking” at IGI Airport 

June, 2022: Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) in partnership with Delhi Customs, IGIA organized a two-
day long workshop on “Combating Wildlife Trafficking” at Indira Gandhi International Airport (IGI), Delhi, on 
30th & 31st May, 2022. The program was aimed at training officials of enforcement agencies and other officials 
deployed at Airport regarding wildlife crime related issues. WCCB officials conducted several sessions on the  
subject along with a quiz competition on wildlife.  
 
Sh Surjit Bhujbal, Chief Commissioner of Customs, Delhi Zone inaugurated the Workshop. Sh. Satya Prakash 
Yadav, Member Secretary, NTCA was the Chief Guest of the program whereas Ms. Tilotama Varma, Additional 
Director, WCCB was Guest of Honour in the inaugural session. Ms. Varma addressed the gathering on issue of 
„Combatting Wildlife Trafficking‟ as the key Speaker. The workshop saw an overwhelming response from the  
participants. Senior officials from various agencies including FRRO, Immigration, various Airlines, Police, BCAS, 
CISF, Customs, GMR/DIAL, and other Airlines staff attended the workshop.  

Mega Sensitization Program   
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As part of it‟s efforts towards combating wildlife crime and illegal wildlife trade, WCCB conducts  
Inter-Agency Coordination Meetings with law enforcement agencies across the Country, regularly. Several of 
such meets were organized by WCCB in this quarter as well, with notable participation from senior law  
enforcement officials from across the country.  

WCCB organized an Inter-Agency Coordination Meeting of law enforcement agencies, at Bhubaneswar,  
Odisha, on 21-04-2022. PCCF Wildlife, Odisha, Sh. Shashi Paul chaired the meeting and delivered inaugural  
address while the Additional Director, WCCB, Ms. Tilotama Varma addressed the meet and gave lecture on 
„Wildlife crime scenario, modus-operandi, species in trade, and case studies‟. The agency conducted another Inter
-Agency Meeting at Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands and discussed wildlife crime issues pertaining to the  
region, on 25-04-2022. Additional Director, WCCB, Ms. Tilotama Varma Chaired the meet. Sh. Kamal Datta, 
APCCF, Andaman & Nicobar Island was also present at the meet.  
 
Another Inter-Agency Coordination Meet was conducted by WCCB at Ranchi, Jharkhand,, on 19-05-2022. The 
meet was chaired by PCCF & HoFF, Jharkhand, Sh. Ajay Rastogi and key note address was given by Additional 
Director, WCCB. The last IAC Meet of Enforcement Agencies was organized at Indian Coast Guard Station,  
Ramanathapuram (TN), on 23-06-2022. The meet was chaired by Dr. Manoj Kumar, Joint Director, WCCB. 
 
Senior Officials of law Enforcement Agencies viz. State Forest Department, Police Departments, WCCB, DRI, 
ED, Customs, CISF, IWST, NTCA, Zoological Parks and Tiger Reserves, CBI, BSF, RPF, SFSL,  
Forest, Prosecution Dept., Electricity Dept., Road Transport Department, etc. participated in Inter-Agency  
Coordination Meetings, held during the quarter. 

Additional Director inaugurates WCCB Summer 
Internship Programme, 2022 

June, 2022: The Second Batch of „WCCB Summer Internship 
Programme‟ (2022-23) was inaugurated by Additional Director, 
WCCB, Ms. Tilotama Varma, in a virtual ceremony held on  
01-06-2022. Senior officials of WCCB also interacted with the 
participants and apprised them of wildlife crime related issues. All 
senior officers of WCCB and Interns from across the  
country participated in the programme. 
  
WCCB Internship Programme: The Internship Program conducted by WCCB is designed to inculcate 
knowledge and motivate Students and Researchers in the field of Wildlife Crime and Illegal Wildlife Trade 
(IWT). Interns having had deep insight in the field of wildlife came and IWT would be promising resource  
persons in future and expected to be eyes and ears of WCCB. During the program, they are made aware of the  
national and international scenario in wildlife crime & IWT and each intern is assigned a specific topic to study, to 
prepare a report and give a power point presentation, under the supervision of senior officials of WCCB.  
 
Under the guidance and supervision of Sh. H.V Girisha, IFS, Joint Director, WCCB, the program has further 
evolved and streamlined to benefit both the organization as well as the interns. During Summer Internship  
Program 2022, applications were received from 66 educational Institutions and Universities from all across the 
Nation, consisting of 105 Students and Researchers. The Bureau officials are consistently endeavoring to improve 
the structure and design of internship program to make it more beneficial to the interns, WCCB, and to the cause 
of wildlife conservation at large. 

Four Inter-Agency Coordination Meetings 
conducted by WCCB  
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WCCB swings in action,  
curbs illegal online trade of  

Sea Cucumbers  
April, 2022: Online wildlife crime patrolling, conducted by Wildlife crime Control Bureau (WCCB), has 
started yielding results. In a recent such case over 300 advertisements for sale of Sea Cucumbers on 
online portals were detected by WCCB and taken off the website with active intervention of WCCB.  
 
WCCB regularly monitors activities of online trade 
portals and intermediaries for checking online  
wildlife trade so as to curb the illegal online trade of 
the species. It was noticed that the Sea Cucumber, 
which is listed under Schedule-I of the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act, 1972, was offered for sale on an 
online portal „Exportersindia.com‟.  
 
Combating such illegal activity, WCCB team 
swung into action and initiated an investigation in 
the matter. Evidences were gathered by Cyber Cell 
of WCCB and details of such sellers/persons were 
collected from the company „Weblink.In Pvt. Ltd‟., 
which owns and manages „Exportersindia.com‟. 
Details were shared with the primary enforcement 
agencies for enforcement of the Act.  
 
WCCB also ensured that the web company Weblink.In Pvt. Ltd. takes down/removes advertisements for 
sale of Sea Cucumbers from their website „Exporterindia.com‟ to curb illegal online trade of the species. 
There were total 335 listing on the portal out of which 22 listings were from India. Besides this,  
Weblink .In Pvt. Ltd. has added Sea Cucumber to negative list on their „Exportersindia.com‟ portal which 
will not allow further advertisement of Sea Cucumber for sale on their portal. WCCB is exploring the 
possible linkages and sourcing areas of these listings. 
 
Pattern of listings were examined and it revealed that maximum listings, i.e. 5, are from Delhi, which is 
not a coastal city and Sea Cucumbers are not found in or around Delhi. In Uttar Pradesh, areas Like  
Ghaziabad, which is in Delhi-NCR, is named in these listings. Other such listings include listings from 
Panchkula (Haryana), Chandigarh, Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh), Sikkim and Bhojpur (Bihar). Kerala, with 
three listings, stood at second spot among such listings. Other listings from coast areas includes listings 
from Tamil Nadu, Lakshadweep Island, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and West Bengal.  
 
Sea cucumbers are seabed cleaners and are food for others marine species. They have complex symbiotic 
relationships with other organisms. Sea cucumbers are essential for preserving seabed ecology of our  
Indian Ocean.  

Training Programs by WCCB in Collaboration with Other Agencies  
(During the Quarter)  

 

Agency Month Course Name  

CDTI, Jaipur May-June  2022 Investigation of Wildlife Crime Cases  

Special Online Operation 
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MAJOR GLOBAL DEVELOPMENTS  

April, 2022: Elephant tusks, pangolin 
scales, tiger skins and Indian star  
tortoises are just some of the wildlife 
parts and derivatives that have been 
confiscated at Indian airports, part of a 
growing trend exploiting airports to  
traffic illegal wildlife. 
 
With the growth in traveller numbers 
and increase in efficiency of air travel it 
has become easier than ever for  
traffickers to use air travel to move  
illegal wildlife goods across the globe. 
The World Wildlife Report 2020 found 
that between 1999 and 2018, 6,000  
different species of flora and fauna were 
seized. Suspected traffickers from 150 
citizenships were identified, illustrating 
that wildlife crime is a. global issue. 
 
“India is among the top ten countries in 
terms of using the airline sector for 
wildlife trafficking, this is an unwanted 
accolade” said Atul Bagai, Head of the 
United Nations Environment  
Programme (UNEP) in India. 
 

High Flying: Insight into Wildlife  
Trafficking Through India‟s Airports, 
the latest report by UNEP partners,  
TRAFFICfound that between 2011 and 
2020, over 70,000 native and exotic  
animals and their derivatives were  
trafficked through 18 Indian airports. 
Among the species groups seized,  
reptiles were the most common, making 
up 46 per cent of all seizures. Mammals, 
18 per cent, were second with timber, 13 
per cent, third. The most common native 
species seized was the Indian Star  
Tortoise, a threatened  species, followed 
by the Black Pond Turtle. The most  
reported airports for trafficking were 
Chennai International, followed by 
Mumbai and Delhi.  
 
In response, UNEP and partners  
including TRAFFIC, WWF-India and 
the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 
(WCCB) have joined forces and 
launched a new dedicated project called 
Deterring and Disrupting Wildlife  
Trafficking in the Air Transport Sector 
in India. 

India is among the top ten countries in 
terms of using the airline sector for 
wildlife trafficking, this is an unwanted 
accolade.  
 
Atul Bagai Head of UNEP in India 
TRAFFIC‟s study of wildlife seizures at 
Indian airports reinforces the need to 
strengthen enforcement efforts to curb 
the exploitation of the airline sector for 
conducting illegal wildlife trade,” said 
Dilpreet B. Chhabra, Senior Manager, 
TRAFFIC‟s India Office. 
 
“Airports have emerged as a popular 
mode for transporting wildlife  
contrabands due to the shorter travel 
time and extensive reach,” said  
Tilotama Varma, a Director at the  
Indian WCCB “Traffickers smuggle 
wildlife and their derivatives through 
checked luggage and personal baggage, 
which makes detection cumbersome for 
enforcement agencies.” 
 
 

  News Source: theenergia.com 

UNEP: New Initiative Combats Wildlife  
Trafficking In India’s Airports 

April, 2022: Spain said on Sunday it seized 
over 1,000 taxidermied animals, including  
hundreds of endangered or extinct species, in 
one of the largest hauls of its kind. The Civil 
Guard said the private collection, estimated to 
be worth nearly 29 million euros ($32 million), 
was discovered in a shed in Betera, near  
Valencia in eastern Spain. Among the 1,090 
animals seized, 405 are classified as protected, 
endangered or extinct, including the  
scimitar-horned oryx once found in parts of 
Africa. 
 
A stuffed Bengal tiger, considered near  
extinction, was also found, along with cheetahs, 
lynxes, polar bears, white rhinos and 198  
elephant tusks. The Civil Guard said on Sunday 
it was the country‟s “largest haul of  
nationally-protected taxidermied animals and 
one of the largest in Europe”. 
 
The owner of the collection is under  
investigation for smuggling and several  
environmental crimes. 
 
 

News Source: mixpoinyt.in 

SPAIN SEIZES HUNDREDS 

OF STUFFED ENDANGERED 

ANIMALS 

Nigeria Launches New Strategy 
to Combat Wildlife Crime 

April, 2022: On April 11, 2022,  
Nigeria‟s Minister of State for the 
Environment, Hon. H.E. Sharon O. 
Ikeazor, launched the National 
Strategy to Combat Wildlife and 
Forest Crime in Nigeria (2022-
2026). This is the first strategy of its 
kind in Nigeria, and Born Free USA 
warmly congratulates the Nigerian 
Government for this extremely  
important initiative. 
 
Nigeria is increasingly recognized 
as a major transit hub for illegally 
trafficked wild animals and plants. 
This trafficking is carried out by 
organized criminal groups, which 
use sophisticated methodologies 
and have access to advanced  
weapons and technology.  
 
These criminal groups link poachers 
in West Africa to consumers,  
buyers, and sellers in Asia, Europe, 
and the United States, and often are 
the same groups that carry out other 

forms of transnational organized 
crime, such as trafficking of drugs, 
weapons, and humans……….. 
 
Combating this illegal trade  
requires a coordinated   
collaborative response. Born Free 
USA has supported capacity  
building initiatives for enforcement 
authorities in Nigeria for several 
years, including a Train the  
Trainer initiative for customs  
authorities in 2020.  
 
From April 19-21, 2022, a team of 
experts from Born Free USA will 
travel to Nigeria to facilitate a 
workshop at which Nigerian  
enforcement authorities will discuss 
the establishment of a Wildlife Law 
Enforcement Task Force. This task 
force will be an elite unit focused 
solely on the implementation of the 
National Strategy to Combat  
Wildlife & Forest Crime in Nigeria. 
 
 

News Source: bornfreeusa 

https://theenergia.com/unep-new-initiative-combats-wildlife-trafficking-in-indias-airports/
https://mixpoint.in/breaking-news/2022/04/spain-seizes-hundreds-of-stuffed-endangered-animals/
https://www.bornfreeusa.org/2022/04/20/nigeria-launches-new-strategy-to-combat-wildlife-crime/#:~:text=Ikeazor%2C%20launched%20the%20National%20Strategy,for%20this%20extremely%20important%20initiative.
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Disclaimer: News/information in the ‘Major Global Development’ Section has been taken from open source and WCCB 
holds no responsibility for its content. The news contents are not verified by Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) and 

thus will not be responsible for any loss to any person caused by inaccuracy in the information in any news item.  

Assam: Golden Tiger 
Spotted In Kaziranga 

In Rare Sighting 
 

May, 2022: Guwahati: In a rare sight-
ing, a golden tiger was spotted by a 
tourist from Bengaluru in Kaziranga 
National Park and Tiger Reserve in As-
sam. It is to be noted that this happened 

to be the first sighting of the golden 
tiger in Kaziranga in over two years and 
it was spotted alongside rhinos, wild 
buffaloes and deer. The tourist who cap-
tured the moment has been identified as 
Vishwajit Chhetri and he confessed that 
he was startled to see the tiger together 
with rhinoceros and added that never in 
his wildest of dreams did he imagine 
that he would come across such a rare 
sighting. 
 
 

News Source: sentinelassam.com 

MAJOR GLOBAL DEVELOPMENTS  

May, 2022: Wildlife officials 
and the Thai Customs  
Department have seized more 
than 600 endangered or  
prohibited animals at  
Suvarnabhumi Airport in 
Bangkok. The animals were 
delivered from a middle east 
country via Egypt Air. The 
information about the sender 
hasn‟t been reported at this 
stage of the investigation. 
 
Yesterday, the Manager of 
the Wildlife Checkpoint at 
Suvarnabhumi Airport, 
Yossathon Kongngen, told 
Thai media that the officers 
had seized 636 endangered 
reptiles and insects which 

were delivered from a middle 
east country by Egypt Air 
with a flight number 
MS507/30. The animals were 
different species including 35 
living snakes like Sahara  
vipers and Arabian boa  
together with many  
chameleons, skinks and  
scorpions, many of them  
prohibited for import into 
Thailand. 
 
According to the report, the 
sender and receiver could 
face at least 3 charges,  
including violating the  
Wildlife Preservation and….. 
 
 

News Source: thethaiger.com 

More than 600 endangered or prohibited  
animals seized at Suvarnabhumi Airport 

June, 2022: Two women 
were arrested in Thailand 
after they were caught with 
109 live animals in their  
luggage at Bangkok's  
Suvarnabhumi Airport, the 
Department of National 
Parks said in a press release.  
 
The airport's X-ray machines 
found two suspicious objects 
in their bags and authorities 
found two white porcupines, 
two armadillos, 35 turtles, 50 
chameleons and 20 snakes, 
according to  news release. 

The women, who were  
traveling to Chennai Airport 
in India, were arrested.  
 
The two women were  
identified as Nithya Raja, 38, 
and Zakia Sulthana Ebrahim, 
24, according to the Bangkok 
Post. They were charged 
with violating Thailand's 
Wildlife Conservation and 
Protection Act of 2019, the 
Animal Disease Act of 2015 
and the Customs Act of 
2017.  

 

News Source: cbsnews.com 

109 live animals found in women's 
luggage at airport in Thailand 

June, 2022: Singapore National Parks 
Board (NParks), Microsoft and Conserv
ation International yesterday unveiled 
Fin Finder, touted to be Asia's first  
mobile application that uses artificial 
intelligence (AI) to visually identify 
illegally traded shark and ray species. 
 
"Sharks and rays play an important role 
in maintaining marine ecosystems by 
keeping other fish populations in check. 
If stripped from our oceans, there 
would be dire consequences for ocean 
health, which would affect us, and our 
food security,” said Dhanushri  
Munasinghe, project coordinator at the 
Conservation International Singapore. 
 
He added: “As one of the world's most  
significant transhipment hubs,  
Singapore is well positioned to combat 
illegal wildlife trade. Conservation  
International, supported by Microsoft 
and other partners, is excited to support 
Singapore and the Singapore National 
Parks Board's leadership in  
conservation through the creation of 
Fin Finder". The mobile app was  
created by a Singapore-led team from 

Conservation International in  
consultation with NParks with support 
from the Microsoft AI for Earth  
program. It will be used by officers 
from the Singapore National Parks 
Board to combat illegal wildlife trade. 
 
Fin Finder, a complex AI and cloud 
based mobile application that runs on 
Microsoft Azure, was created in just 
nine months to address a pressing need. 
The project was supported by a highly 
collaborative consortium of global  
experts in conservation and technology, 
with resources, data, and volunteer  
contributions from Microsoft,  
Conservation International, the 
NParks,  Sineurope, Rumah  
Foundation, Coastal Natives and Wild 
Me. 
 
There are approximately 1,000 species 
of sharks and rays in the world, of 
which over 30 species are listed under 
the appendix II of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered  
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora …… 
 
 

News Source: futureiot.tech 

SG unveils AI app to stop illegal 
trade of shark and ray fins 

https://www.sentinelassam.com/north-east-india-news/assam-news/assam-golden-tiger-spotted-in-kaziranga-in-rare-sighting-591856
https://thethaiger.com/news/bangkok/more-than-600-endangered-or-prohibited-animals-seized-at-suvarnabhumi-airport
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/109-live-animals-in-womens-luggage-bangkok-thailand-airport-x-ray-arrested-nithya-raja-zakia-sulthana-ebrahim-india-department-of-national-parks/
https://futureiot.tech/sg-unveils-ai-app-to-stop-illegal-trade-of-shark-and-ray-fins/


15 

. Exit-Point Detections by WCCB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WCCB detected 15 litres of Agar Wood Oil misdeclared as OUD HINDI destined for Kuwait, at IGI Air Cargo Complex, 
New Delhi, on 06-05-2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On intelligence of Air Intelligence Unit, Chennai, WCCB team inspected the check-in baggage of passengers arriving from 
Bangkok and detected smuggling of exotic animals identified as 01 Albino Porcupine, 01 White Lipped Red chested  

Tamarin Monkey, and 09 Albino Sugar gliders, on 15th & 16th May, 2022.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WCCB team provided identification and preliminary investigation support to Customs Preventive Unit of IGI Airport in  

detecting 02 Antlers seized from a Russian National travelling from India to Moscow, on 13-05-2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WCCB examined a Customs referred consignment at Foreign Post Office, Delhi, on 02-05-2022. The consignment was 
found to contain 04 pieces of finished fur, 04 pieces of fur stripes, 02 pieces of fur balls and 01 trimmed piece of Fox Fur 

(Vulpas Spp.) covered under Schedule II of WPA, 1972 and Appendix III of CITES. The parcel came from Finland,  
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June, 2022: In line with Government of India‟s vision to promote the Yoga and to give boost to India‟s quest for a 
healthy India, Wildlife Crime Control Bureau celebrated 08th International Day of Yoga with full enthusiasm, on 
21-06-2022. Marking the event, officials and staff members of WCCB from all its regional offices (i.e Northern, 
Eastern, Western, Southern and Central Regional Units) across the country practiced several yoga aasanas 
(postures) at their homes and offices premises. A glimpse below: 

International Yoga Day celebration at WCCB  

Celebrating International Yoga Day, WCCB organized a Yog aasanas session at Government HS School, 
Saliwada, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, attended by school students. 

 

80 people including Students, teachers, and WCCB Staff members participated in Yoga session conducted 
by WCCB, marking International Day of Yoga 2022, at Olcott Higher Secondary School in Chennai. 
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World Environment Day 2022 was celebrated at WCCB/CR 
Office campus at Jabalpur. Drawing competition for local 
students on this year's WED theme "Only One Earth" and  
a plantation drive were organized to mark the occasion. 

World Environment Day 2022  

RDD/ER, WCCB delivered a lecture on "Wildlife Conservation in India: Role of Indian Citizen" at 
JD Women's College, Patna, Bihar, on the occasion, attended by 40 students & faculty members of 
the college and few members of Zoological Garden. 
 
110 college students and faculty members attended a lecture on "Wildlife 
Conservation in India: Role of Indian Citizen" delivered by RDD/ER, 

WCCB during a session organized at Saradapith College, Belur, West Bengal. 
 
Celebrating the Day, WCCB conducted a Webinar on “Synergy Among Enforcement Agencies To 
Combat Wildlife Crime” with panelists from Forest Dept., CBI; NCB, 
DRI, ED, Customs, UP STF, WII, and Wildlife Conservation field,  
on 05-06-2022, attended by total 115 participants. 
 

RDD/ER, WCCB organized a practical session on „Care and Conservation of Endangered orchids' 
for botanical Section staff of Sanjay Gandhi Zoological Park, Patna, Bihar  

WCCB organized WCCBHQ organized a „Beach Cleaning 
Drive‟ with Kerala Coastal Police & NGO ORMA, at sea 

shore Fort Kochi, Ernakulam. 

Huge heap of garbage particularly plastic pollutants were 
collected from the beach and handed over to Health Dept.  
for appropriate disposal. The team also distributed plant  

saplings to the participants on this occasion. 

Several programmes were conducted by WCCB across the country, to mark the World Environment Day 2022. 
The event, held on 05th June, 2022 saw an overwhelming response from public across the country. People from 
all walks of life including public, students, community members and government officials took part in programs 
& activities organized by WCCB. Activities viz. tree plantations, quiz competitions, lectures, training programs & 
awareness drives, were conducted during the period. A glimpse below: 

In anther event, WCCB organized a mass awareness drive 
for school children and general public at Sanjay Gandhi  
National Park (SGNP) Borivali, Mumbai in coordination 
with Maharashtra Forest Department and NGO PAWS. 

 Over 200 tree saplings, distributed by WCCB, were planted 
at the Kendriya Bhavan campus during a program organized 

by WCCB and WAKE (Welfare Association of Kendriya 
Bhavan Employees) jointly, at Kochi. 
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Director General of Forest & Special Secretary, Sh. Chandra Prakash Goyal along with Member Secretary, 
National Tiger Conservation Authority, Sh. Satya Prakash Yadav and Addl. Director General (Wildlife), 

Sh. Bivash Ranjan, visited WCCB Headquarters in New Delhi, on 02-06-2022. Additional Director, WCCB, 
Ms. Tilotama Varma welcomed the dignitaries and presented them Mementos. Visiting officials were taken 
on a tour of the WCCB Headquarter and were also briefed about key activities undertaken by the Bureau 

by senior officials of WCCB.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon’ble Union Minster Shri Bhupendra Yadav & Hon’ble Minister of State Shri Ashwini kumar Choubey 
visited the WCCB Lounge at the International Biodiversity Day Exhibition organized by NBA at Chennai, 
on 22-5-2022. Visiting dignitaries had a look at wildlife articles on display by WCCB at the stall to create 

awareness regarding illegal wildlife trade and its adverse impact on biodiversity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visits 

Hon’ble Environment Ministers 
visit WCCB Stall at  

NBA Exhibition 

DGF&SS, MoEF&CC visits  
WCCB Headquarter 
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Observations at WCCB  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paying tributes to brave Heroes who died fighting against terrorism, WCCB observed the Anti-Terrorism 
Day at its Bureau Headquarter in New Delhi on 20-05-2022.  Joint Director, Mr. H.V Girisha administered 
‘anti-terrorism pledge' to officials and staff members of the Bureau and paid tribute to the brave patriots 

who have devoted their lives to protect the motherland while fighting against terrorism. 

WCCB in partnership with Howrah Forest Division (W.B.) Forest Directorate celebrated Earth Day, 2022 
event and organized several programs viz. Nature Walk, Quiz, Extempore competitions, on 22-04-2022.  

Over 75 College students & community members participated in the program. 

Anti-Terrorism Day Celebration 

Earth Day Celebration 
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PRI/ Sensitization/Awareness Programs 

 
 

 

WCCB and Odisha Forest Dept. jointly organized a sensitization-cum-awareness program for PRI/ EDC 
Members, Sea-shell Traders and representatives of the local Fishing Community, at Puri, Odisha,  

on 22-04-2022. 
 

Additional Director, WCCB, Ms. Tilotama Varma inaugurated the program and addressed the participants 
including local Forest Staff, WCCB Volunteers and NGO members. 

WCCB, District Legal Services Authority and Haldia Govt. College jointly organized a program on 
"Wildlife Conservation & Laws in India: Role of Indian Citizen", at Haldia, West Bengal, attended by  

150 persons, on 20-06-2022. 

 
 

 

WCCB conducted an awareness program for PRI Members at Manapparai, Trichy, Tamil Nadu and  
organized lecture on role of VFC members in protecting nature & wildlife, measures for conservation of 

Slender Loris & Parakeets in the locality, on 30-05-2022, attended by 35 persons. 

 
 

 

Over 110 persons including Professors, Students & Wildlife enthusiasts from across India attended a  
lecture on "Investigation of Organized Wildlife Crime Operations on Internet" given by WCCB official  

at a virtual program organized by O.P Jindal Global University, on 28-05-22 
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WCCB in News 



22 

Species of the Quarter 

 

Contact us:    

Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 
IInd Floor, Trikoot- I 

Bhikajicama Place, New Delhi- 110066 
Ph: +91-11-26182484, Fax: +91-11-26160751 

E-Mail: addldir-wccb@gov.in  
Follow us:  

https://www.facebook.com/WCCBHQ/                                 https://www.instagram.com/wccbhq/                                 

https://twitter.com/wccbhq/                             https://www.kooapp.com/profile/WCCBHQ 

https://www.youtube.com/c/WildlifeCrimeControlBureau 

Scientific Name: Gekko gecko  
 

—–————— Key Facts ———–——— 
 

The Tokay gecko is a nocturnal arboreal gecko in the 
genus Gekko, the true geckos. It is native to Asia and 

some Pacific Islands.  
— 

It is found in North East India, Bhutan, Nepal, and 
Bangladesh; throughout Southeast Asia, including 
Thailand, the Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia; 

and toward western New Guinea.  
— 

They have thick, cylindrical bodies, with heads set 
apart from their necks. Their limbs are well-defined 
and powerful, and their bodies are covered in spots.  

— 
Tokay geckos are one of the largest geckos alive now. 

Males range from about 13-16 inches (35-40 cms.) 
and females  about 8-12 inches (20-30 cms).  

— 
Tokay geckos live for about 10 years under human 

care. Their life expectancy in the wild is unknown but 
expected to be shorter.  

–—–—–—— Threat –——–—–—  
 

This species is poached for the medicinal trades in 
parts of Asia. The tokay gecko is an ingredient 

in traditional Chinese medicine, known as Ge Jie.  
— 

It is believed to nourish the kidneys and lungs; beliefs 
that are not substantiated by medical science.  

— 
The animal remains highly sought after in China, 

Hong Kong, Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore 
and other parts of Asia with Chinese communities,  

— 
Tokay geckos are also becoming more popular as pets 
because of their striking colors and large size, which 

is also a big reason of its smuggling.  
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–————— Interesting Faces –———— 
 

Tokay geckos are nocturnal hunters. They are ambush 
hunters, meaning that they are more likely to sit and wait 

for prey than to forage for it actively.  
— 

These geckos are arboreal and live in rainforests in trees 
and on cliffs. They have also been known to enter into 

human dwellings and will live in the nooks and crannies 
of a human home, where they feast on insects. 

— 
They have some amazing biological adaptations that help 
them to survive in the wild. These lizards are known for 
their ability to climb any surface and are often spotted 

clinging to the ceiling when found in human dwellings.   
— 

Tokay geckos have a distinctive mating call, which 
sounds like “To-Kay” or “Gekk-Gekk.” These sounds 

are, in fact, responsible for both the common and  
scientific names of this species.  

Tokay gecko 

 

–—–—— Conservation Status –——–—  
 

Tokay geckos are listed in Schedule 1V of the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act, 1972. 

— 
During 18th meeting of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) Conference of the 
Parties (CoP18), the species was added to Appendix II. 
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